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& few rotatees and a little corn, and pig or 
two. and a few chickens, they have nothing, 
and Iam expecting that many families will 
have to be helped to fuod, to say nothing of 
clothing, the coming winter. It is too. much 
to suppose tat these poor peopie can buiid 
cabiny, break up new land, get tools, pay rent 
and be able the first year to turn off crops 
enough to purchase their clothing. In a few 
instances, where these people have hired 
good plintations on sh«res, they may, but 
these will be exceptions rather than the gen- 
eraliule. I therefore say: by all means make 
calcu'ations to distribute clothing, largely to 
the women and children and to a few men the 
coming winter: A. 5. FLaca. 


As another consideration of great import- 
ance to a full understanding of this mat- 
ter, we refer to the devastated state of 


the country, the dislocation of society, 
and+*the general poverty of all at the 
South, rendering the Southern people, if 
they were kindly disposed, which they 
are not, incapable of helping the Freed- 
men to any great extent. The first two 
of the fullowing extracts are by Southern 
men, the last is a correspondent of the 
Boston Journal, in South Carolina: 


WHAT THE SOUTIT HAS LOST, 


“Matthew F. Maury, ex-director of the 
Natioval Observatory at Washington, and 
present colenizer. in Mexico, has written a 
letter to the London Alorning Herald, in which 
he gives the following estimate of the losses 
of the South, caused by the war. 

“T estimate the amount of the pecumary 
losses incurred by the people of the Southern 
Confederacy, in their late attempt at inde- 
pende: ce, t@ be not less than $7,000 00v,0C0, 
(seven tlousa:.d milions of dojlars,) namely: 
By ¢mancipation, $3 000.000,000 
Expense of the War, 2,000 000,000 
Desiructios of pivate property 1,000,000,000 
Additi-ne]l taxation imposed 

by the victor fr payment of 

Fed: ral war-debt, say $I?,- 
~ 000.000 per annum. equal to 


Surely the way of transgfcssors is hard— 
themselves beiug judges.” 


DESTITUTION AT THE SOUTH. 
From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 
——, Va., Thursday, May 10, 1866. 

Situated as you are you have no adequate 
idea of the extreme destitution prevailing in 
Virginia, and it is said to be less here than 
in the more Southein States. J// ever a people 
were punished for their acts, surely the 
Svuthern people have been, and the end is not 
yet. We have lost our friends on the battle- 
field and from disease; we have had our 
property destroyei and every industrial in- 
terest of the country completely annihilated. 
As for my individual: interest, the.loss of my 
negroes, except as property, affect me but 
litle; but in the aggregate the loss has beg- 
gared the S.uth.- I do not expect to live to 
see an approach to a renewal of our former 
prosperity. Not only on this account, but 
the violent disruption of the whole social 
fabric, followed ‘as it has been, and will in- 
defini'ely be, by political agitation, will pre- 
vent for many years anything like the calu.ness 
and quiet so necessary to restore the disjointed 
and broken machinegy of industry and enterprise, 
Laying aside the mouey question of the value 
of the dozen or fifteen negroes I have lost, 
more than half of whom have absolutely 
perished from excess of freedom, I am better 
off without them. But as it is, I am about 
the poorest man who claims to be a gentle- 
man, that you can possib'y~ know. 

* You cannot conceive of the destitution of 
the poor whites her». ‘ihe men returned 
from the war too late la-t season to make 
much bread for this year. So they are now 
utterly destitute. Jdo not duvbt that in this 
district at least two hundred children must die 
within a month, of actual st:rvation. Corn 
is two dollars a bushel and flour txenty dol- 
lars a barrel. Those who have will sell only 
for eash, which these poor wretches have not. 
I was in the upper part of the State the 
other day, when an ectual ‘bread riot’’ took 
place/ Some fifiéen men, whose Jamilies 
were starving, resolved to take corn fiom the 
crib of a rich neig!:bor near the home of J. C. 
Calhoun. He armed some forty of his negroes 
and afew white men, captured the ring-leader,. 
and he was carr‘ed to the jail. The citizens 
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The Rev. W. D. Har arrin easier 
Acquited. +I PLS 


It will he remembered by the public that the 
city papers came out on Monday morning, 10th 
instt. with varivus reports about Rev. W. D. 
Harris,.a..geutiewan and a pinister of the gos- 
pel whostands very high in the estimation of 
his entire. congrevation and the! umasses 
of the colored people of this city for more 
than a year, and all the whites who have had : ny 
acquaintance with him regard him .withthe Mite 
most respect and confidence on account of his 
ventlemanly and Christian deportment. Lomax 
Smith, by false oath and misrepresentation to the 
Mayor of the city, obtained a warrant for the 
‘arrest of Mr. Harris on the charge of attempting 
to abduct,. seduee; of petsuade «sail, Lomax 
Smith’s daughter to. marry William Jennings, 
contrary tothe wishes of herparents ;whcreupem 
suid Mr., Harris was ar-erted and» placed.im tho 
city jail and there -kept-frow 9.antil 11, P. M. 
‘or until he was released upon the honor of Gen. 
©. Brown, that he would appear before the 
mayor's court, Monday 10th, at which time the 

ease was called, and put ‘off my “Tuesday. ‘On 
Tuesday 11th inst., the éase-was called up before 
the mayor, and on the examination of witnesses of 
plaintiff, the Court finding no evidence to sustain 
the charge, dismissed the case without ln 
the defense. The witnesses for plaintiff all testi- 
fying that thcy knew vothing against Mr. Har; 
ris and had not seemanything during his: whole 
stay in the city ¢untrary to the strictest rales of 
propriety as a gentleman, and a Christian minie- 
ter and is highly esteemed. by his. — | 
and the masses of the people. 

The facts in the ¢ase. aré as follows, Rev. ‘Mr. 
Liarris, is pastor’,of. 3rd St. A... Db X. Church. 
Kliza Smith, a member of his -churelr got yato’ 
trouble by engaging herself to two young ‘men 
and went to her pastor for advice, her pastor 
advised her if she mwrried either; teimarry the 
one to whoiii slie fitst made the engageniént, 2s 
he was a member of the same church, a very, 
nice young man, and was n ost in favor with her 
parents, the reply was that shé* did not love him, 
Mr. H. then asked if she coyld not cultivate affee- 
tion? Her reply.was. that she.did. not. think she: 
ever could love him. He then advised her not to 
be in haste about the matter, that she and the 
other young man were both quite young, had 
nothing for a support, and teld herthat she.could 


| not live on love alone. and that bv deferring 


-, 


! by waiting four years’ she could * marry 
| to suit herself, and by that time the young man 
» whom he (Harris)-respected very highly and_ is 
i of a highly respectable family might’ have. ac- 
| quired a basis of support, and concluded by ad- 
4 vising her to make the matter a gu) +t of prayer 
—to trust in God-and sho would come out all 
right. This is the sum and stbstaneéc of the 


advice given to the girl, whose father being full 


} of prejudice against: any one eemine from the 
North, influéneed by passion. makes: the above 
' charge, on oath, ad getting his impressions only 
‘jon street rumor. And whit makes it ap, eur like 
Sia malicious and° malignant conapiracy, the 
* young man in question has not been in the ¢ity 
for 3 or 4 weeks,and one of Smith’s. witnesses 
testified that Smith told him Saturday, previous 
to his (Ilarris) arrest, that he, Smith, went up 
,to Harris’ house about 1 o ‘clock with the inten- 
‘tion to kill him, (Gaeaning Iarris,) and. that, he 
went up into Harris’ room and that Harris asked 
him to sit down, and wanted to talk the matter 
over but su.ith told. him he had no talk for him, 
and then Smith went. ont and wattivg until nite 
o'clock Saturday night to arrest him, appears to 
, ve maliciously designed to injure him-and dis- 
grace his Church by. having the oe in a jail 
over Sabbath: ° al . 
A .MeMBER. OF THE CHURCH. 
—— <-> 34 ’ 
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Tlereisno'man who holds a more despicable 
‘position in. the community that’ “thé” @Oiiiion 
a slanderax, and, yat-thdre is pone’ whorrecives less 
punishment fiom anindizniut people. Heseems 
to enjoy a kandofiuwnuaity.ia his conduct and 
ig claims an intuitive right to play the scoundrel. 
i) Occasionally; a yury ecan-be: empannelled which 
36] imposes vindictive’ Gamiaiges in rate cases, but 
_|the majority of these rascals either escape en- 
tirely unwhtpped of justice, or have mere nomi- 
| wal damages. imposed upou tiem; with cost:. 
| Aad yet the erime of which they are gui’ 4 
Ry | properly considered, is one of the highest know. 
1 gag to the law. There is no offence;more. _destruc- 
T4 tive of the best interests of socigty. It poi ons, 
to. a greater or Jess .exteut, every fountain. of 
public. heaith, and prosperity. . it agsails every 
i clags in.the community; youth, with, its warm 
o blushesard buoyantheart; wanhood with its high 
oo Joe | gq impulses and bounding energies,» aud. ie age 
| Bj with, its, wrinkled, brow and palsied hands, None 
oA ae) are exempt from, its malicious: and, siodiatinn at- 
Ms! tacts.  It:enters. the, Jhowers of beauty, and plycks 
} the roses from, its cheeks,, . It lovks in upon the 
| door of inmecence, and the flowers,.which , grow 
upon. its threshold wither and die at its approach 
| ae {It is a sin, abhorrent to man and condemped of 
; ae hf. | | jj heaven. It stands arrayed -agaipst.: the eternal 
hg ane eee, | = a eanon of the Almighty, delivered -amid.the flame 
f Bi nae rare See : and, thanders.of Mt. Sinai, ‘ thou shalt not bear 
|| false witness against, thy neighbor,’ .; God, pro- 
| tect. the .pure.and the. virtuous: from. the, ad- 
vances) af this ingiduous fiend. Itis sufficiept that 
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_ before the expiration of the session, 


‘then made an appointment to meet at Wool- 


BRDOW leage BDU CORSON OF SAIN 240A A HOASIUE, 
was called up fora hearing before the Mayor,— 
The accused, who isa bright mulatto, with an 
intelligent expression of countenance, sat be- 
side his counse!, Measrs, Gilmer & Son, and du- 
ring the progress of the lengthy examination” 
wninsained the most perfect composure, while 
at. times be made brief notesof thecase, The 
character of the parties brought together a 
large number of begroes, among whom were 
the deacons and other officers of the church of 
which Harris is tor. Both Harrisand Jen- 
nings are from the North, and came here since 
tie evacuation of Richmond. To show our 
readers how matteis of “love’’ are prosecuted 
by the freedmen, we append the substance 
of the testimony elicited uring the examina- 
tien: 

Lomax B. Smith, the father of the girl in 
uestion, stated that from information fur- 
nished him last Saturday by Peter Woolfolk 
ahd Kichard Forrester, colored, he was induced 
to believe that his daughter, who is only six- 
teen years of age, was about to be married 
clandéstinely to William Jennings, and that 
the Rev; William Harris was accessory to the 
et transaction. Woolfolk had been spoken 
to about allowing the marriage to take place 
at his house. As soon as he could do sv, he 
weut home, where he found bis family crying 
and was told that his daughter, Eliza, had lett 
home. Suspected she was ut Harris’ and forth- 
with procured the assistance of a couple of po- 
licemen, who wént with him to Harris’ house; 
but wben they arrived there sbe had left, Wit- 
ness then had some conversation with Wool- 
folk and Forrester, after which he determined 
to enter a prosecution against Harris, and ace 
eordingly procured a warrant for his arrest, 
Was subsequently informed’ by his daughter 
that Harris had persuaded her to marry Jen- 
nings against the advice of her parents. The, 
allegations set forth’in thé warrant were made 
upon information derived from Woolfolk and 
Forrester, high officers in the church of which 
Harris is pastor, Witness was not prepared to 
swear that Harris’ intention was to murry bis 
daughter without due form of law, Had heard 
his character highly spoken of. 

Peter Woolfolk deposed that some time since 
Jennings took him one side and stated that he 
wished to be married to a young woman whom 
he loved, but that baving recently been assigned 
as teacher to a school in Norfolk, he was afraid 
*his patrons would object to his bavinga wife 
It was bDe- 
Ceasary, therefore, tuat the marriage should be 
ge and kept a secret, At the same time 
enniaggs stated that Harris was to perform the 
ceremony. Witness knowing Harris to be an 
apright man, and having understood that Jen- 
Mings brought a girl here with him from Phila- 
delphia, thought she was the one, and told him 
that if everything was right he might be mar- 
ried at his house. Jennings assured him that 
ail things would be fair, but did not inferm him 
who the girl was, Ou learning afterwards, how- 
ever, that it was Eliza Smith, he thought it 
strange that the ceremony would not take 


place at her father’s house, and therefore lost 
no time In acquainting Lomax with the facts, 

Henry Forrester had beard on frequent occa- 
sions that Eliza Smith and William Jennings 
were going to run away and be married. Did 
not believe it, because of her extreme youth, 

Mad no idea that she contemplated doing 
sO aguinst the will of her father. Understoc 
that Woolfolk had consented to let the parties 
be married at his house, and then determined 
to inquire into the matter, Woolfolk told wit- 
ness of his interview with Jennings (the sub- 
stance of which conversation will be found in 
the preceding paragraph), 

Eliza Smith, whois a bright mulatto, of hand- 
some appearance, deposed that about the third 
day after Jennings arrived in this city, they 
met, when he proposed marriage to her. She 
replied, “what preacher would be wiiling to 
marry her against theconsent of her father.” 
He said that preacher Harris wasa friend of 
his and he would perform the ceremony. They 


folk’s on a certain day at one o’clock; but be- 
fore the arrival of that time she relented and 
did not go. This was about the 15th of Novem- 
ber, Harris had called to see her about the 
failure to meet Jennings, and asked her tocome 
and see him; that as a married mah and her 
pastor, he wished to give her some advice, She 
went, and wastold by him that if she loved 
Jennings, it was perfectly right they should be 
marr.ed against the consent of her father. He 
said he wasthe near friend of Jennings and 
they could get a proper license, by which they | 
could besecretly married and no one would 
know anything aboutit. He also remarked 
that she woulddo much better by marrying 
Jenni than obeying her father and longer 
single. Witness, after propounding 
sundry other questions, finally told Harris that 
shedid not cure to marry Jennings avy how; 
for he had noi hing to support her with. Harris 
then replied, “well, wait till you are twenty | 
years old, and then he’ll be able to take care of | 
hog But God will provide away for two lov- 
g bearts.”” Harris, in her opinion, was a bad 
Man and nopreacher. He was ber enemy and 
she should leave his church. - [Eliza’s manner 
was free from embarrassment and‘ her replies 
to questions from counsel prompt and some- 
times spiteful. Reference to Harris’ spiritual 
Resees always met with a sneer from her. 
expressed her conviction that Harris would 
have married her without a license .or that he 
id have obtained such a docuinent in an- 
ther girl’s name, if he could not have gotten it 
im Hare 7 
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s. 
Ry Barton went to Rev. Mr. Harris’ house 
to see about a report which she had heard to 
the effect that Jennings and Eliza had been re- 
cently married. Harris received her coldly and 
ordered her out of his house. 
the evidence closed, when Mr. Gilmer 
offered to produce every officer of the church 
nearly all the congregation to prove that 
ria’ character was trreproachable, and that. 
he stood high as a minister. : 
This the Mayor deemed unnecessary. He 
thought it highiy reprehensible for any person 
to be willing to marry minors against the con- 
sent of their parents; but did not think such a 
had been established (by the evidence) 
| mat the accused, and he should therefore 
e him. Harris received the decision 
} ome emotion, and quietly withdrew from. 
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THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, ( Cewraat Orrics, 53 Jonny Sraset, New Yora,) has been working 
twenty years for the African race. Since the beginning of the Rebellion it bas turned special attention to the Freedmen, 
W hatever a wise Christian benevolence prompts in their behalf, by way of Common Schools, Normal Schools, Orphan 
Homes, Relief of the suffering, and direct religious effort, the Association undertakes, to the full extent of the means furnish- 
ed by the friends of the colored people. ne fr 2 
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